World-Class Art in the Heart of Naples
by Sandra Yeyati
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or art connoisseurs, a tour of Olde Naples is incomplete without a visit to The Darvish Collection. The boutique gallery, owned
by Andrea and William Casement, showcases some of the world’s finest oil paintings by historic and contemporary masters of
realism and impressionism.
Among their most esteemed artists are French painter Edouard Cortes, who popularized rainy Paris street scenes in the early

to mid-1900s; Albert Bierstadt, of the Hudson River School, who celebrated the splendor of America’s West; and renowned
maritime chronicler James Buttersworth. Some of the living artists, including Vincent Gordon Wang and Dulce Beatriz, have
been with the gallery for more than 30 years. The collection includes hundreds of paintings ranging in price from $2,000 to
more than $100,000.
Family owned and operated, Darvish is the second oldest gallery in town, opened by Andrea’s parents, Charles and Eva

Szabo, in 1983. The Casements choose not to have employees, ensuring that anyone who visits or contacts the gallery will
speak directly to an owner with decades of art knowledge and experience who thoroughly knows the inventory and can make
decisions on the spot.
Unlike many other galleries that represent artists on consignment, Darvish owns all of the older works. William explains, “This
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allows us to say honestly to our clients that these are
only the best. We’re not going to put our money
into something that’s mediocre. You come to us for
our level of expertise because we’ve cherry-picked
those old paintings from countless possibilities.” In
the art world, where forgery is rampant, this assurance of authenticity and quality is invaluable.
Whether the patron is a serious collector, interior designer, homeowner, art lover or tourist, there
is something for everyone to enjoy and love at the
Darvish. Fifty percent of the paintings they sell are
sent out of state, and included with every purchase
is a frame of the buyer’s choice, as well as fully insured shipping by air. For those who wish to display
their painting in Naples, the Casements offer to
personally hang the work for them.
Andrea’s love of art is palpable when she says,
“The worst thing you can have in your home is a
blank wall. That’s what we tell families who have
kids. Buy the best piece you can afford that you like.
Preferably, you can buy an original rather than a
print, even if you have to go to a local art show
and buy a really pretty oil. It’s something real from
the artist. It’s a one-of-a-kind, as opposed to the
ten-millionth Van Gogh print of the Sunflowers. If
OPPOSITE: Vincent (French), Paysage Toscan,
oil on canvas, 30 x 40 in.
TOP: Mauritz Frederick Hendrick de Haas
(American/Dutch), Rocky Coast, oil on canvas, 12 x 22 in.
BOTTOM: Maximo Cortina (Spanish), Monell, Gerona,
oil on canvas, 40 x 30 in.

you can afford to spend a few hundred dollars on an
oil painting from a real artist, then go for it.”
The Darvish Collection is located at 1199 Third Street South
in Naples. For more information, call 239-261-7581 or visit
DarvishCollection.com.
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