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Society
See who came out for the Grande
Dames Tea. B26 X

HOSTS SOUL ASYLUM, JOAN OSBORNE,
RNE
SPIN DOCTORS AT CASINO
BY SANDRA YEYATI
Florida Weekly Correspondent
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SEMINOLE CASINO
HOTEL, IN
Immokalee, on
April 9, the Artflo Music and
Arts Festival is a
free, all-day salute to independent artists, starting at 10 a.m.
and going into the wee hours
of the night. The outdoor party
includes nine full-length concerts, more than 80 local arts
and crafts vendors and about
20 food purveyors to satisfy all
senses and sensibilities.
The headliners are Soul Asylum, Joan Osborne and the
Spin Doctors — multi-platinum
recording artists of the 1990s

Top Picks
Bluegrass sensation Sierra Hull
is among many other great
performances around town this
week. B6-9 X

SEE ARTFLO, B4 X

Southwest Florida Event Center makes a comeback

Get to know one of the stars of “Doll’s
House Part 2” at Florida Rep. B23 X

BY MELANIE PEFINIS
Florida Weekly Correspondent

What is a “Rubber Soul”? A soul
that is flexible. A spirit able to bounce
back. An inner essence that will bend and
stretch into new shapes and forms. If that is
the definition of a Rubber Soul, then there
could be no more perfect example than
Southwest Florida Event Center owner
Jennifer Shanahan.
Ms. Shanahan and husband Richard
announced on Jan. 26, 2022, that the venue,
closed since spring of 2020, will be reopening. The first show to celebrate the Center’s rebirth? “It was 50 Years Ago Today
- A Tribute to the Beatles’ Rubber Soul and
SEE COMEBACK, B16 X
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Arts Commentary
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The Southwest Florida Event Center.

Review of “Buddy: The Buddy Holly
Story” at Florida Rep. B14 X
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“This is the first-ever Artflo, and we’re hoping it’ll become an annual
celebration of indie music and art. We wanted this to be a give-back
to the area, so this all-day festival is free to the public and also free for
the vendors that will be selling their unique creations.”
— Jay Goldberg, president of Gold Entertainment.

ARTFLO
From page 1
MTV era that continue to write fresh
songs and put out critically acclaimed
new albums. Fans growing up in that
era will be thrilled to reminisce and
hear each of these bands’ colossal hits
that blend multiple influences to create unique and identifiable sounds. For
Soul Asylum, the mix includes punk,
rock and roll, folk and pop, while Ms.
Osborne infuses the blues into her soulful ballads and up-tempo R&B, and the
Spin Doctors get audiences dancing
with their funky and rocked-out catchy
songs.
Leading up to those thrilling performances is an eclectic lineup that
includes the orchestral pop duo Gracie
and Rachel; the alt-rock trio Fastball
from Austin, Texas; Brooklyn singer/
songwriter Jocelyn MacKenzie; soulful
songstress Shawon and the Wonton;
and roof-shaking vocalist Megan Jean,
accompanied by the Klay Family Band.
Up-and-comer Tyler Boone and the
cover band Hold a Grunge will offer
performances at the Zig Zag Room
inside the casino.
“This is the first-ever Artflo, and
we’re hoping it’ll become an annual
celebration of indie music and art,” says
event coordinator Jay Goldberg, president of Gold Entertainment. “We wanted this to be a give-back to the area, so
this all-day festival is free to the public
and also free for the vendors that will
be selling their unique creations.”
Strategically located within eyesight
and earshot of the stage, the arts and
crafts display area will showcase just
about every creative genre and technique imaginable from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.,
including paintings; sculptures; pottery;
jewelry; metalwork; custom T-shirts;
tie-dyed wearable art; hand-painted and
upcycled vintage clothing; handcrafted
acoustic instruments; unique candles;
henna body art; neon artistry; boots
made from invasive Everglades pythons;
spirit dolls; painted palm fronds; and
wood carvings.
Soul Asylum’s lead singer and frontman Dave Pirner is looking forward
to Artflo. “During the COVID hiatus,
we’ve been working on a lot of new
stuff — we still are — but this festival
will be the band’s first time out since
the pandemic. We’re eager to kick off
our touring ethic that has been on hold,
and to play our ’90s hits, as well as
some new songs. I feel pretty worthless
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if I’m not doing that,” he says, adding
that he is also a painter, had his first gallery exhibit recently, and looks forward
to mingling with the visual artists and
checking out their work.
Aaron Comess, drummer and founding member of the Grammy-nominated
Spin Doctors, says, “It’s always fun
to play on bills with other bands. We
know a lot of these people. Back in the
1990s, we toured with Soul Asylum for
a whole summer tour, so I can’t wait to
see those guys. And I’ll also be playing
with Joan Osborne on this gig. I’m lucky
to have played on her last five records.
She and I go way back, because she was
part of the same New York City scene in
the late ’80s, early ’90s, where the Spin
Doctors, Joan Osborne, Blues Traveler
and a few other bands jammed together.
It’s going to be fun to play with her that
night. Joan mixes it up a lot in her show.
She’ll do her hits, and she’s put out several records over the last few years, so

she’s got a lot of new material and puts
on a great live show.”
Some of the younger performers in
the Artflo lineup look up to the veterans
who have managed to carve out successful careers while maintaining their
independent spirit. For instance, when
Gracie and Rachel (singer/keyboardist Gracie Coates and violinist Rachel
Ruggle) got together with solo artist
Jocelyn MacKenzie in their Brooklyn
studio recently, “Jocelyn was getting us
really hyped for Joan Osborne and the
Spin Doctors. We’re very much looking
forward to being part of that crew,” says
Ms. Coates.
Like Ms. Osborne, Gracie and Rachel
craft their own songs, mining life experiences and the pages of their journals
for lyrics. Ms. Ruggle points out that
independence is critical to their creative process and to finding their confidence as artists. “We’ve been trying
to have more control of our art process

and how we make our work and who we
work with and what we can do on our
own,” she remarks.
Artflo celebrates that moxie. “It’s so
important at any stage in your career
to be yourself. Do your thing, don’t
get hung up with what’s popular at
the moment, because it’s the art that is
unique that rises to the top. Find your
voice and stick to that,” Mr. Comess
says. “We’re all just doing what we
love to do — being true to who we are
— because nobody can predict what’s
going to be a hit. When the Spin Doctors were first getting together and we
were writing songs, we weren’t trying
to make a hit record. We were just trying to make a great record, and that’s
what we’ve continued to try to do all
these years.”
Perhaps the most notable example of
the surprise hit is Soul Asylum’s Grammy Award-winning “Runaway Train,”
whose music video helped find missing
children. “I knew the song had legs, but
I certainly never saw this happening
where someone would be asking me
about it however many years later,”
he reflects. “Songwriting is a living
breathing kind of thing where stuff that
happens in your life becomes what is
informing what you write. The lyrics
are flexible. People apply themselves
to it or see themselves in it or relate
to what I’m singing about, and it’s
more universal than I realize. ‘Runaway Train’ discusses depression and
loneliness, and when a whole bunch
of people identifies with it, it makes
me feel less isolated or alone. It means
something different to everyone I talk
to. You see things like couples getting
closer together when we play that song
because it was on the radio when they
met, stuff like that. It really does have
this blank canvas or mirror thing going
on, where I think people pull their own
meaning from it, and that’s great.”
All concerts and parking are free.
Attendees are encouraged to bring
chairs and blankets. Outside food or
drinks are not permitted. Only service
dogs are allowed. The Seminole Casino
Hotel is located at 506 South 1st Street,
in Immokalee. For detailed schedules,
parking directions and more, visit www.
artflofest.com. ■
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Artflo Music and
Arts Festival
» When: April 9
» Where: Seminole Casino Hotel, 506
S. 1st St., Immokalee
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