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Safety
first
Take our tour
of the town’s
new public 
safety 
complex.
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Community
of the Year
Ave Maria takes
top honor for the
seventh year.
A2 

Good
sports
Athletics, 
academics
score big at
Ave Maria 
schools. 
A19 

TOP: The Saturday morning Ave Maria Farmers Mar-
ket draws residents and visitors alike to stroll around 
Town Center. 

LEFT ABOVE: Trolley tours take visitors around to the 
neighborhoods of Ave Maria. 

LEFT: Arts and crafts festivals return Jan. 29-30 and 
Feb. 26-27.  

Sales at Maple Ridge continue to pace 
ahead of the developer’s timeline. Thanks to 
record sales, phase seven lots are now avail-
able.

“More homesites have become available 
at Maple Ridge and have proven to ignite 
strong sales in the past few months,” says 
Chelsea Kimmey, director of marketing for 
CC Homes. “Many people are interested in 
acquiring some of the prime new areas with 
lake views and larger lots.”

Maple Ridge sold 23 homes in October.
“People buy at Maple Ridge because of the 

price and the location within Ave Maria,” Ms. 
Kimmey says. “Ave Maria is a relaxing, slow-
er-paced lifestyle community that is idyllic for 
families.”

The most popular models at Maple Ridge 
are the Huntington (one story, three bed-
rooms), Harbour (two stories, four to six 
bedrooms), Grove (one story, two bedrooms) 
and Greenview (one story, three to four bed-
rooms).

 “People like our open concept floor plans, 
spacious rooms and outdoor living spaces,” 
Ms. Kimmey says. 

Each Maple Ridge home features a brick 
paver driveway and walkway, attached garage, 
rear patio or covered terrace, and either a 
Mediterranean-inspired coastal or a contem-
porary facade.

SEE MAPLE RIDGE, A24 

“People buy at Maple 
Ridge because of the price 

and the location within 
Ave Maria. Ave Maria is 

a relaxing, slower-paced 
lifestyle community that is 

idyllic for families.”

— Chelsea Kimmey, director of 
marketing, CC Homes

BY ROBIN F. DEMATTIA

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

Maple Ridge 
sales outpace 
developer’s 
projections

The Inlet model has four bedrooms.

BY SANDRA YEYATI

Ave Maria Sun Correspondent

SEE SEASON, A26

T’S A NEW YEAR, SEASON IS HERE, AND 
there is much to celebrate in Ave Maria.

Hundreds of families have been purchasing 
new homes, and as Northerners return, the 
streets are bustling with activity. Old and new 

friends can be seen around town enjoying sunsets 
in 70-degree weather, breaking bread together, and 
chatting over cocktails and cappuccinos.

“What people love about Ave Maria is the feeling 
they get when they’re here,” says Michelle Mambuca, 
social media and marketing coordinator for Barron 
Collier Companies. “There’s a sense of community. It 
really does feel like a big kind of small town.”

As the pandemic wanes, Ave Maria businesses are 
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Get ready for lots of things to see and do
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thriving. “We just opened professional suites 
above Tropical Smoothie and added several 
new boutiques in the Town Center, so there 
are no more empty retail spaces,” Ms. Mam-
buca reports. “We want to encourage residents 
to support their local businesses — buy a new 
purse or shoes at The Secret Ingredient, have 
a cup of coffee at The Bean or an ice cream 
dessert at Meltz.”

Behind the scenes, event organizers and 
volunteers are abuzz as season gets into full 
swing. They have been planning for this all 
year long. 

“We try to make the events better and 
better, year after year,” says Donna Marquez, 
events coordinator and manager of the Ave 
Maria Welcome Center. “We have an amazing 

group of people who come together to make 
things happen, including our events and mar-
keting teams at Ave Maria Development, the 
lifestyle staff at the Ave Maria Master Associ-
ation, many wonderful volunteers, and all of 
the interesting vendors and entertainers.”

Grab your dancing shoes and party outfits, 
because Ave Maria is about to turn into a Hall-
mark town. Here are just some of this season’s 
highlights. All of the events listed are open to 
the public.

Farmers Market 
every Saturday

Fast becoming a hometown favorite from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. every Saturday, the Ave Maria 
Farmers Market brings quality vendors to 
the Town Center for fresh Florida produce; 
artisanal comestibles like jams, jellies, oils, 
hot sauce, and European-style baked goods; 
homemade soaps and other beauty products; 
plants and flowers; jewelry; arts and crafts; and 
new and vintage clothing. 

“This is our fifth year at Ave Maria. We 
only had six vendors our first year, but we 
keep adding more vendors to accommodate 
increasing attendance and satisfy residents’ 
needs,” says Dennis Strausbaugh of SW Flor-
ida Markets. While about 40% of the vendors 
live in Ave Maria, the other 60% drive into 
town from Naples, Estero, Cape Coral, Marco 
Island, and the east coast of Florida. 

“We require nice setups from our vendors,” 
Mr. Strausbaugh says. “Their tents are lined 
up on the grass behind the church so people 
can walk down the large sidewalk without 
ever having to step out on the street. It’s a very 
safe and convenient way for people to shop 
the market and socialize with their friends.” 
Live music and fun activities for kids add a 
festive, family vibe. Admission is free for this 
season-only event that runs through April 30.

Live music in
Town Center

To attract people downtown from Jan. 11 
through April 30, Ave Maria Development 
sponsors a diverse lineup of talented musical 
acts from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. every Tuesday and 

Saturday at various Town Center locations. 
Among this season’s scheduled performers 
are jazz guitarist Mason Williams, profes-
sional saxophonists Gerald Augustin and Jim 
Blackburn, the folk band Patchouli, songstress 
Wendy Renee, the Caribbean steel drum band 
Steely Pan, singer and acoustic guitarist Christ 
Stultz, and the Irish band West of Galway.

Free trolley tours
Every Tuesday through April 26, tourists 

and first-time visitors to Ave Maria are treated 
to one-hour guided trolley tours from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. The excursions, led by Joe Marinelli, 
begin at the Welcome Center and travel to all 
of the neighborhoods and interesting spots 
around town. 

Free church tours
Also on every Tuesday through April 26, Ave 

Maria Catholic Church offers free, 30-minute 
guided tours of its famous parish from 1-3 

p.m., helping visitors learn about and explore 
the architectural and historical details of this 
intriguing building. 

Sunshine State
Steak Cook-Off

There’s nothing quite like the aroma of 
thousands of steaks on the grill when the 12th 
annual Sunshine State Steak Cook-off comes 
to the Town Center from 2-7 p.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 29. Watch as scores of grill teams vie for 
top honors, listen to live music and, most 
importantly, sink your teeth into a perfectly 
cooked steak dinner served from 5-6 p.m. This 
is a fundraising event to benefit the Donahue 
Academy, a Catholic grade school in Ave 
Maria. While admission to the grounds is free, 
dinners are $25. Purchase tickets in advance at 
www.SunshineStateSteakCookoff.com or pay 
$30 at the event.

PHOTO BY ANNA FULKERSON

Shoppers load up on fresh produce at the Satur-
day morning Ave Maria Farmers Market.  

COURTESY PHOTO

Live music is always part of the fun at the Margarita and Taco Festival, set this year for March 19. 

COURTESY PHOTO

Hour-long trolley tours of the town’s neighborhoods and interesting spots set out from the Wel-
come Center starting at 11 a.m. every Tuesday through April 26. 



Festivals in the Town Center
Open to the public, an array of themed 

festivals are sure to draw thousands of people 
into the Town Center, as top-notch entertain-
ers take the stage, family-friendly activities 
delight the little ones, and delicious food truck 
fare gratifies everyone’s palates.

Ave Maria’s not-to-be-missed event of the 
year, the Blues, Brews and Barbecue Festival 
from 12:30-5:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 19, offers 
performances by three blues bands at the top 
of their game: Little Eddie and the Fat Fingers, 
Steve Arvey, and Deb and the Dynamics. A 
mechanical bull, two car shows, and an arts 
and crafts show add to the fun.

Serving lots of laughs and danceable live 
music, the Margarita and Taco Festival cel-
ebrates all things south of the border from 
noon to 5 p.m. Saturday, March 19. There 
will be high-energy Latin-music by West Side 
Tropico and Orquesta Classica, lucha libre 
Mexican wrestlers, animal encounters for the 
kids, and plenty of tacos and margaritas.

Arts and crafts festivals
In partnership with Ave Maria Develop-

ment, TNT Events brings exemplary artists 
and crafters to the Town Center for two cul-
turally enriching weekends, from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Jan. 29-30 and Feb. 26-27. Come see and 
shop the works of sculptors, painters, jewel-
ry makers, photographers, and ceramicists. 
During both weekends, the farmers market 
extends into Sunday and live music will fill the 
air from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Family Fun First Fridays
These free gatherings from 4-6 p.m. on the 

first Friday of each month combine musical 
entertainment with family-friendly games and 
activities. The Jan. 7 and St. Patrick’s-themed 
March 4 gatherings are in the Town Center, 
while the Valentine-themed Feb. 4 celebration 
is at the Park of Commerce.

Oil Well Craft Beer events
The social calendar is overflowing with 

fun activities at everybody’s favorite brewery 
in the Park of Commerce. Don’t miss the 
1970s costume party from 8-11 p.m. Satur-
day, Jan. 15, featuring music by DJ DiFLO; a 
chili cook-off starting at 7 p.m. on National 
Chili Day, Feb. 24; a Mardi Gras celebration 
from 6-8 p.m. Tuesday, March 1, with mini king 

cakes, and plenty of beads; or St. Patrick’s Day 
shenanigans with live music and food truck fare 
on March 17.

— Dates and details are subject to 
change. Visit www.AveMaria.com before 

venturing out, and also follow Town 
Center businesses on social media for 

updates and special promotions.
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The street closes to traffic and artists set up their booths for the arts and crafts festivals.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Fun photo opps abound at the Margarita and 
Taco Festival.

Cheers to the next Blues, Brews and Barbecue 
Festival coming on Feb. 19. 

FLASH IS THE #1 SELLING BABY LOCK 
DEALER IN THE STATE OF FLORIDA

What makes a Quilter’s - 
Embroiderer's - Sewer's shopping 
dreams come true?
A one-stop shop with outstanding customer service... At Flash, YOU are the top 
priority and... our creative & knowledgeable staff is here to assist. 

Flash is a destination experience with over 26 Baby Lock machines on display 
for you to test-drive, beautiful fabrics galore, an amazing rainbow of threads, 
and all the widgets and gadgets you will ever need.

239.304.8387
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