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Johnny

Here’s

Captiva Islander
Johnny Jensen appearing
in Nashville showcase

Society
32nd annual Lee County Visitor
& Convention Bureau Tourism
Ambassador Luncheon. B24

BY SANDRA YEYATI
Florida Weekly Correspondent

C

APTIVA ISLAND NATIVE JOHNNY
Jensen is having a blast in
the studio these days, crafting new songs and developing his distinctive style.
The 18-year-old multi-instrumentalist, vocalist and song producer is slated to showcase his emerging
repertoire of original music from 6 to 7
p.m. April 27 at The Local, in Nashville,
a venue that is well-known for bringing
fresh performers to the stage. Scattered
among the audience will be industry movers-and-shakers, including agents, song-
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Local films
Watch movies under the stars at
Edison and Ford Winter Estates.
B19
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Johnny Jensen Showcase
» When: April 27
» Where: The Local, 110 28th Ave. N,
»
»

Nashville, Tenn.

Information: www.johnnyjensen.rocks
Follow on social: JohnnyJensenMusic

Award-winning “In the Heights” at Broadway Palm
SPECIAL TO FLORIDA WEEKLY

“In The Heights” is playing now
through May 14 at Broadway Palm. “In
The Heights” has won Tony Awards for
Best Musical, Best Score, Best Choreography and Best Orchestrations. The
show was conceived and written by
Lin-Manuel Miranda, also creator of
“Hamilton.”
It’s the Tony-award winning story of
a vibrant Cuban, Dominican and Puerto
Rican community in New York City’s
Washington Heights where the coffee
from the corner bodega is light and
sweet, the windows are always open,
and the breeze carries the rhythm of
three generations of music. When a
winning lottery ticket, a power outage,
and romantic tension all hit the neighborhood, the long-time friends and
neighbors make discoveries about each
other, themselves and the place they all

call home.
Directing “In The Heights” is Eliseo Roman and the choreographer and
assistant director is Rebecca Kritzer.
Ms. Roman, who made his directorial
debut here with last season’s “On Your
Feet,” was seen on Broadway in “In The
Heights,” “Leap of Faith,” “Hair” and “On
Your Feet.” Ms. Kristzer was part of the
original cast of “In The Heights” first
national tour, working with the original
creative team and performing with the
show’s creator, Lin-Manuel Miranda.
The musical supervisor for this production is Zachary Dietz, who worked on
Broadway with “In The Heights” along
with “Mrs. Doubtfire,” “School of
Rock” and “Wicked,” among others.
“In The Heights” is playing at Broadway Palm now through May 14. Performances are Tuesday through Sunday
evenings with selected matinees. Tickets are $50 to $75 with children and

Have some fun
Plenty of options for things to do in
town this week. B6-9
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group prices available. Tickets are now
on sale and can be reserved by calling
239-278-4422, visiting BroadwayPalm.
com or in person at 1380 Colonial Blvd.
in Fort Myers.

Notables in the Arts
Get to know Florida Repertory
Theatre’s Noah Berry. B21
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right before they perform, but we get a
few minutes to chat.”
Ingrained in his memory are compliFrom page 1
ments paid on stage by stars he admires.
“Jim Messina, from Loggins and Meswriters and record producers.
sina, said, ‘What a phenomenal young
The aspiring rock star is excited player,’ when he got up on stage after I
about this opportunity to entertain a opened for him, and Denny Laine, from
savvy audience, show the full spectrum the Moody Blues, said, ‘Incredible playof his talent and make connections. ing.’” The Wailers brought Mr. Jensen
“It’ll be the first time performing a lot on stage to jam with them, showing
of these songs — all stuff I’ve written immense appreciation for his guitar
in the past six months. Some songs acumen. Last November, Mr. Jensen was
lean a little bit more R&B, some are invited to perform his original song,
kind of yacht rock style and some are “Slip Away,” at the Bluebird Cafe, in
more contemporary alternative,” says Nashville, one of the world’s preemithe recent high school graduate who is nent listening rooms for up-and-coming
inspired by Tame Impala, Jack Johnson singer-songwriters and an early stepand John Mayer, as well as '70s greats ping stone for artists like Garth Brooks,
Michael McDonald, Jackson Browne Faith Hill and Taylor Swift.
and Hall & Oates. In addition to singMr. Jensen started to play the drums
ing, Mr. Jensen plays the drums, bass, at age 4 and became a proficient guitarlead guitar and synthesizer keyboard on ist by age 9. “YouTube videos is what I
every self-produced track.
credit as far as learning everything on
Mr.
Jensen
guitar, and also
began wowing
slowing down
local audiences
tracks. George
at the Fort Myers
Benson was an
Music
Walk
influence, and I
when he was
remember taking
still in the fifth
one of his albums
grade. “I did four
and slowing it
or five of those. I
down and trywas 10 or 11, but
ing to figure
I still remember
out the solos,”
them,” he says.
he explains. “In
“I would set up
middle school, I
backing tracks
would play the
and play guitar
guitar one or
and sing. They
two hours, three
were four-hour
or four days a
— Johnny Jensen, musician
gigs, and I wasn’t
week. I really
used to that. My
enjoyed playing.
fingers would be
I didn’t think of
almost bleeding
it as practice. It
at the end of those sets, but they were was just sitting down and having fun
great experiences.”
with it. My solos are all improvised live,
Since then, Mr. Jensen has graduated so I practice enough to where I don’t
to larger spotlights at music festivals really think about it and nothing’s really
and concert venues, opening for and planned. It’s just kind of what I feel.”
performing with diverse music legends
With considerable instrumental talsuch as The Wailers (Bob Marley’s ent and a captivating tenor voice, Mr.
band); country superstar Phil Vas- Jensen is enthralled by song producsar; singer and record producer Steve tion. He begins with a drumbeat and
Tyrell; John Lodge, of the Moody Blues; baseline. “I love drums so much, and
English rockers Bad Company; bassist that’s something I focus on a lot,” he
and singer-songwriter Jason Schiff, from says. “I’ve heard lots of songs that have
Chicago; and flamenco and smooth jazz been hits that maybe don’t have the
guitarist Jesse Cook.
best lyrics or melodies, but they always
Just this year, he opened for Don have a great beat and bassline, so the
Felder, of the Eagles, at The Center of bass and drums is really where I focus
Anna Maria Island. “That’s as legendary most of my energy in the beginning.
as you can get, when you play the ‘Hotel It’s the heartbeat, and that’s what will
California’ solo,” Mr. Jensen says. “To get people to dance, so whether you’re
see those old videos of him in the '70s playing in clubs or radio, it has to have
in Madison Square Garden and then that aspect.”
see him up there on stage really playing
Next, he layers in a guitar melody.
those songs, it was really awesome. He “I record a lot of voice memos in my
showed up after I played, five minutes phone. I’ll be having lunch or something
before he was up, but we exchanged and I get a melody in my head. I have
information, and we’re staying in touch like 11,000 voice memos in my phone,
a little bit. That’s what usually happens just short verses of melodies that I like,
with a lot of these bands: They show up and when I’m writing a song, I might go
through 300 voice memos to find one
that I think will work perfectly with the
beat I’m working on,” he says.
Lyrics come last in Mr. Jensen’s production process. “I pick words that I
think are cool and rhyme, and then
fill in around those with phrases,” he
explains. “They don’t have to make
sense. My best songs come together,
word-wise, in probably five to 10 minutes, because whatever comes to my
head I just lay down, and they somewhat make sense, but it’s more about
what syllables sound good over the
specific beat or however I arranged it.”
Mr. Jensen has completed about 20
songs so far with “a ton of ideas in the
computer” for additional creations. On
April 27, he plans to perform seven or
eight of them, and who knows, perhaps come closer to signing a recording
contract with someone who, as he puts
it, “embraces my vision and wants to
actually believe in my music and put
me forth.”
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I pick words that I think
are cool and rhyme, and
then fill in around those
with phrases ...”
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